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UCLA Study Shows Effects of TBI on Children are Long Term

A recent study done by UCLA researchers and published in the May 2009 
issue of Neuropsychology shows that the effects of traumatic brain injury 
in children can last for years. 

The research, done by UCLA post-doctoral fellow Talin Babikian and 
UCLA professor of psychiatry Robert Asarnow, analyzed 28 articles 
about traumatic brain injury published between 1988 and 2007. These 28 
articles comprise all of the literature that is currently available on 
the effects of traumatic brain injury on children. The study looked at 
children with three levels of traumatic brain injury—mild, moderate, 
and severe.

The authors’ most significant finding is that children and adolescents 
with moderate to severe traumatic brain injury fall farther behind 
their peers than previously thought. The study showed that the more 
severe the injury, the worse the outcome was over time, especially in 
the areas of intellectual functioning and brain speed. Children with 
moderate brain injury were shown to have some diminished capacity more 
than 24 months after the injury, while children with severe traumatic 
brain injury showed impairment in all areas studied—including IQ, 
memory, and executive functioning—after two years. 

The study showed that children who experience mild traumatic brain 
injury have a more positive long-term prognosis. While children with 
mild traumatic brain injury often have some immediate cognitive issues, 
these symptoms typically resolve with time. 

The study’s findings show the importance of proper diagnosis and early 
intervention for children with moderate to severe traumatic brain 
injury. Children with injuries that fall into these levels should receive 
targeted treatment, and should be followed for several years.

The study also shows the importance of traumatic brain injury 



prevention; in addition to ensuring that children who suffer from brain 
injury get prompt and appropriate treatment, the use of helmets, 
seatbelts, and other protective measures is also advocated. 


